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‘Double double toil and juggle: Offbeat hobby a hit

DEVON BABIN
NTW Staff

Juggling and wnicycling
are pctivities ome often
associgtes with the cireus,
They are not common

| place interests and they
certainly arem’t seen as
“oool.” Until aow.

On  Wednesdays and
Sundays Carl Roth, slong
with his two sons and o
host of others, can be found
at the Cualicum-CGirnham
Park Community Centre,

nol  far  from ihe
Queensway Carleton
Haospital,

The goal of the drop-in
centre s b give a home to
anyone inlerested in uxey-
cling and juggling and
hopefully bring mew faces
into the two sports.

Roth moved e Ottawa
Irom  Alberta in 2000,

Being interested in jug-
gling for years, he went a
step further in 1994 and
taught himself 1o unicycle,

“1 tsught mysell — mot o
good way o do i, he said.
“More injurics that way,”

His sons Karl and
Thomas caught on to the
passions of their father and
in 2001 the drop-in centre
was started,

Since then the amount of
Interest has grown remens-
dousty.,

“I must have 50 or 60
[peopde] on my email fist,”
be said .

When waiching these
gy, it is casy 1o see why
they gel into it and why
more and more people are
iaking part.

“I's a fun thing o do.
I's athletic, it's coordinst-
ed,” enid-Rath,

Tuggling eight and ninc

pins a0 & time, his son Kar
is among the best in
Ottawn, What they are able
to do while juggling and
while riding umicyeles is
impressive and goes well
beyond the stereotypical
party clown, although
many juggling clowns af
various skill levels from
the aren do practice at the
drop-in centre. Mo matter
what a person’s skill Bevel,
they are weleome,

“I want to be able
to do juggling and
unicycling at the
same fime.”
Zach Ramsay

Together with his two
sons, and another juggler
by the name of Devon
Eidick, Roth has o iroap
called “Right on the Head™
and they perform at events
all around the nation's
capital.

Al these shows they
jugele torches and knives
And on their unicyeles they
drop off plaiforms thoe are
upwards of five and six feet
hagh.

"It becomes o cool thing
to do from o circus thing,”

said Roth,

Zach Ramsay started
coming to the drop-in with
his dad. He compares

umicyclk: almost immed:-
ately.

In fact, according to
Roth, a person can start
unicycling in only a fow
shor practice sessions, It is
one of those things that ks
fairly easy to leam, but
extremely hard 10 master,

Zach Ramsay has been
working on unicycling for
a while pow, and looks to
miove on 1o something a bit
muore advanced.

* want o be able o do
juggling and unicycling at
the same time,” he said.

The people who frequent
the cenire have become
quite close, organizing
rides on their undcycles
dowmiown and many of
them participate i events
at the Canada Day Pasade
and Help Santa Toy Parads.

They also put on a uni-
cycling eveni each year
called the Oitawa Unicycle

Imvasion tat brings peopls
in from cities,

To leam more ::.ml
unicyeling. juggling and o
el mljui? information on
the drop-in centre go o
www.carlroth net/nanaimo
parkjugglers.

Drevees Do Prcrios

Everyone is encouraged to come by the juggling drop-in centre fo learn more

about jugeling and unicycling,

Devon Eidick balances a club on his chin.
%mmmmmmmmm““



